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GERMANY 
Federal Ministry of Research, Technology and Space (BMFTR) 

  
BMFTR participates in the following thematic areas of the 2025 JFS Call for Research Proposals (10th 
Call): 

Thematic Area: 

1. New Materials and Green Transition   

Before a consortium submits a complete application, German applicants are advised to contact the 
National Contact Point. The eligibility who may apply and which costs are eligible should be examined. 
Furthermore, German applicants are strongly recommended to read the German call text in the Federal 
Gazette “Bundesanzeiger” (www.bundesanzeiger.de) which is more exhaustive than this short English 
version and which might include additional requirements that have to be followed.  

Eligibility and funding modalities 

 
Eligible organisations: 
Research proposals may be submitted by German (based in Germany) 

- Research institutions, 
- Universities and 
- SMEs 

 
In specific cases, research institutions that receive basic funding from the Federal Government or the 
Länder can receive funds to cover extra expenditure in addition to their basic financing. 

- In case of private research entities (SMEs) only up to 50% of the project-related costs are eligible. 
According to BMFTR principles, at least 50% of the project-related and fundable costs should be 
financed through own resources.  

- In case of public research institutes 100% of the eligible project-related costs can be funded. 
 

Additional requirement: 
Funding recipients are required to plan and present suitable measures for science communication in 
connection with their research process and research results. 

In the case of joint research projects, the collaborative partners should develop a joint strategy for science 
communication. 

Commercial enterprises (including start-ups and SMEs) are encouraged to implement science 
communication measures without this being taken into account as a criterion in the funding decision of the 
funding body. 

Science communication is the generally understandable, dialogue-oriented communication and 
communication of research and scientific content to target groups outside the scientific community. 

 
Funding limit: 

In general, funding is limited to a maximum of 150,000 € per project and to a duration of 36 months. 

 

Eligible cost categories 

 

In principle, the following can be applied for 

 

a) Funds for personnel required for the project 

http://www.bundesanzeiger.de/
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b) Project-related material funds including costs/expenses for open access publications related to the 

project and funds for equipment 

 

c) In justified cases, funds for contracts with third parties 

 

d) Travel funds 

The following applies to funding for travelling by researchers and experts from the German side: 

Travel costs/expenses to and from the destination in the partner country, including the necessary visas 

(for flight tickets: economy class) as well as accommodation costs/expenses and travel within Germany 

will be covered in accordance with the applicable regulations of the institution or company. 

Funding for travel costs/expenses and stays of project researchers and experts from abroad is 

generally provided by the sending country. 

 

e) Travel funds for international events 

Travel expenses for international collaborations, e.g. for participation in international conferences in 

Germany and abroad that are related to the project and directly relevant to achieving the project 

objectives, can be funded in justified cases in accordance with the applicable regulations of the 

institution or company (for flight tickets: economy class). Conference fees are excluded from funding. 

 

f) Workshops 

Workshops with already known partners or for the development of new co-operation potentials can be 

supported in Germany as follows: 

Various expenses or costs can be covered for the organisation of workshops. For example, the 

accommodation of the guests (usually 89 euros per night/person), the transfer, the provision of 

workshop documents, appropriate catering and, if necessary, the rental of premises can be subsidised. 

With regard to catering, please note that the upper limit of 40 euros net per person and day may not 

be exceeded for all-day events. Net orientation values for lunch are generally 15 euros per person and 

day, for dinner 25 euros per person and day (including drinks). These are not lump sums. 

The amount of the subsidy depends on the size of the event and the number of foreign guests. 

 

In principle, the usual basic equipment of the participating organisations is not covered or subsidised. 
 

Additional regulations  

 

Please consult the German Call text in the Bundesanzeiger and the homepage of the German Federal 
Ministry of Education and Research (BMFTR) at https://www.bmftr.bund.de/ for additional binding national 
eligibility criteria for the proposal beyond the general criteria in Terms of Reference of the Joint Call. 
 
Please note: The German Call text is expected to be published in the Bundesanzeiger in January or 
February 2026. 
 
 

Submission in addition to PT-Outline submission 

 
Each proponent that requests funding from a JFS funder must carefully read the respective National 
Regulations and contact the National Focal Point for an informal eligibility pre-check before submission. 

Before submission, it is advisable that each partner also reads the National Regulations of the other 
partners in the consortium, to understand and fit-in to the criteria specified in the partners’ National 
Regulations. 

https://www.bmftr.bund.de/
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For more information, please contact our National Focal Point: 
 

  

Ms. Dr. Adele Clausen 

DLR Project Management Agency 

European and International Cooperation 

Adele.Clausen@dlr.de  

+49 (0)228 3821 2171 

mailto:Adele.Clausen@dlr.de

