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PART 2: National and Regional Funding Regulations   

Bulgaria – Bulgarian National Science Fund (BNSF) 

 
The official national call announcement for Bulgaria is published on the BNSF website:   
https://www.fni.bg/   

 
 Who can apply? 
Eligible applicants under the present call are Bulgarian entities, which are: 

1) Accredited universities under Art. 85 Para. 1 item 7 of the Law on Higher 
Education  

2) Science organizations under Art . 47 Para. 1 of the Law on Higher Education.  

Applicants under items 1 and 2 must comply with the definition for “research and knowledge 
distribution organization” under item 15 “b” of the Framework for State Aid for research and 
development and innovation. 

Applicants under the present procedure must be directly responsible for the implementation 
of the activities of the project proposal, and not act as intermediaries; they must perform the 
proposed project activities on their own behalf and at their own expense. 

Call applicants must be persons: 

 performing  research;  
and 

 whose activities are fully not-for-profit or 

 whose activities are both for-profit and not-for-profit, but they are clearly separated 

and are organized in a way to allow tracking of expenses and revenues related to 

their performance, including through analytical accounting. When the applicant 

performs both for-profit and not-for-profit activities, the financing, expenses and 

revenues about each type of activity are considered separately on the basis of 

consistently applied accounting principles for costs that can be objectively justified.  
 
In addition to the joint application process, Bulgarian applicants will have to submit in 
Bulgarian and English following documents: Administrative description of the project and 
Declarations  
 
https://www.fni.bg/?q=node/578  
 
 What types of funding are eligible for researchers in Bulgaria? 
 
The level of the funding available to Bulgarian researchers may be up to € 100 000 per 
project (up to 195 583 BGN per project over 3 years) 
 
Funding will be made in Bulgarian Leva. 
 
National rules and BNSF internal processes will apply. 
 

1. Eligible direct costs 
In principle, eligible direct costs are those costs directly necessary for accomplishing the 
research, indicated below from 1.1 to 1.4.  
 
1.1 Research materials and small-scale research equipment  
Research equipment, spare parts, prototypes, software (in-line product), and purchase of 
books, reagents, materials and consumables.  

https://www.fni.bg/
https://www.fni.bg/?q=node/578
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1.2 Personnel costs 
Personnel costs of the researchers, temporally staff, etc., who are hired for the 
research, and other costs such as honoraria for invited lecturers 
 

1.3 Travel costs 
Travel costs and associated living expenses of the Bulgarian Project Team Members 
registered in the research project plan.  
 

1.4 Expenses for the organisation of small scientific events in Bulgaria  
In general, all costs directly related to the preparation and the implementation of events 
like international workshops, conferences, etc. in relation with the project are eligible.  
→ Room rent, catering, printing of conference brochures, travel and accommodation of 
invited external experts (that do not form part of the project consortium but are 
considered necessary for the success of the event), translation. 

 
1.5. Expenses for dissemination of the project results  

All costs related to participation in seminars, conferences and congresses related to 
the topic of the Project and presenting its results (travel, accommodation, daily 
subsistence) of Bulgarian Project Team Members. These costs have to be based on 
the National Regulation, respectively Ordinance for business trips abroad.  

 
2. Eligible indirect costs 
 
7% administration costs  
1% costs for financial audit of the project at the interim and final report 
/According the decision of The BNSF’s Executive Board, Protocol No 41, December 12th, 
2018/ 
 
 Is additional/parallel application requested to the funding organisation? 
 
In addition to the joint application process, Bulgarian applicants will have to submit in 
Bulgarian and English following documents: Administrative description of the project and 
Declarations  
 
 
 
 
For more information, please contact: 
 

Prof. Dr. Diana Kopeva 

Bulgarian National Science Fund  

diana_kopeva@yahoo.com 

+359 888 345 175 
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